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Treasurer's Report

It is traditional for the Financial report to include a certain amount of gloom-and-doom;

this will be an exception.

This time last year, we were showing a loss every month, gradually but steadily eroding our

bank-balance

And then.....

In October 2003 Fr Michael, in a short series of Sunday addresses, explained the financial

problems of the Parish and suggested what might be done.

Your response could be described as magnificent.

Comparing the first eight months of this year to the same time-span in 2003 shows that

total offertory contributions have risen from £63,319 to £92,136 - a 40% increase.

Moreover, the number of Parishioners contributing in identifiable manner (by numbered envelope

or standing order) and signing Gift Aid forms so that tax can be reclaimed, increased so much that

we were able to recover £15,000 through Gift Aid this year.

Particularly impressive is the increase in receipts from Standing Orders; there are now about

120 every month (adding considerably to the treasurer's workload but I am not complaining),

bringing in more than three times as much as last year.

And there is more .......

Fr Michael itemised several essential projects, which would need paying for in the near future

and invited contributions to a Parish Refurbishment fund. Again a fantastic response -

many individuals contributed amounts large and small, the total 'earmarked for refurbishment'

as at the end of August stood at £43,360 and a further donation, intended specifically towards

modernisation of the Hall Kitchen, was received in September.

All this has boosted the Parish bank balance to around £120,000.

Which is all very good - but please keep up the good work.

Because there are many commitments, some urgent, some perhaps less so, which can easily

absorb this sort of amount.

This should be my last annual report as treasurer; after eight years of an interesting mixture of

fun-and-frustration I recently informed Fr Michael of my intention to retire at the end of 2004.

Peter Moreland
